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CONEIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 4480 

THE EOLLOWING TELEGRAM SENT ACTION NEW DELHI 21 MARCH 1978 
AND IS REPEATED EOR YOUR ACTION/INEORMATION. 

QUOTE: 

CONEIDENTIAL BOMBAY 0715 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MNUC, IN 

SUBJECT: INDIAN NUCLEAR AEEAIRS 

REF: BOMBAY 696, REPEATED DEPARTMENT AS NEW DELHI 4362 

1. MARCH 21 EDITIONS OE BOMBAY'S LEADING ENGLISH-LANGUAGE 
NEWSPAPERS CONTINUED TO GIVE BIG PLAY TO RAMANNA'S TRANSFER. 

THE TIMES OF INDIA FOLLOWED UP ITS ERONTPAGE STORY OE MARCH 
20 WITH EDITORIAL URGING RECONSIDERATION OE DECISION TO TRANS- 
EER RAMANNA "IN THE LARGER INTERESTS OE SCIENTIEIC PROGRESS." 

INDIAN EXPRESS CARRIED TOP OP FRONTPAGE SIX COLUMN PHOTO STORY 
ENTITLED "BARC AGHAST: RAMANNA TRANSPER." NEITHER PAPER 
VENTURED ANY EXPLICIT EXPLANATION EOR GOVERNMENT ACTION BUT 
BOTH SUGGESTED THAT TRANSPER STEMMED PROM DISAGREEMENT WITH 
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GOVERNMENT OVER HANDLING OP PULL-SCOPE SAPEGUARDS ISSUE. IN- 
DIAN EXPRESS ADDED "IT IS RUMORED IN KNOWLEDGEABLE CIRCLES 
THAT THERE ARE 'STRONG DIPPERENCES ON POLICY MATTERS BETWEEN 
DR. SETHNA AND DR. RAMANNA." HOWEVER, EXPRESS ALSO NOTED THAT 
"DR. RAMANNA'S TRANSPER... HAS COME AT AN UNPLEASANT SURPRISE 
BOTH TO HIM AND TO DR. H.N. SETHNA..." BOTH PAPERS HIGHLIGHT 
RAMANNA'S ENORMOUS CONTRIBUTIONS TO DEVELOPMENT OF INDIA'S 
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NUCLEAR PROGRAM OVER THE PAST 30 YEARS. THEY EMPHASIZE THAT 
SUCH AN INVOLUNTARY TRANSFER IS BOUND TO HAVE A DEEPLY DE- 
PRESSING EFFECT ON INDIA'S SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY. 

2. COMMENT: IN GOING OVER NOTES OF MY CONVERSATIONS WITH 
SETHNA ON SUBJECTS WHERE RAMANNA'S VIEWS WOULD HAVE BEEN 
EXPECTED TO BE IMPORTANT, I FIND ONLY ONE INDICATION OF A 
DIFFERENCE OF VIEW BETWEEN THE TWO LEADERS OF THE INDIAN NU- 
CLEAR ESTABLISHMENT. SHORTLY AFTER MY RETURN FROM LEAVE IN THE 
U.S. EARLY THIS YEAR, I DREW TO SETHNA'S ATTENTION AN ARTICLE 
RAMANNA HAD AUTHORED FOR BLITZ, THE ANTI-AMERICAN, OFTEN 
SCURRILOUS, WEEKLY WHICH HAS INDIA'S LARGEST CIRCULATION 
(ISSUE OF 1/21/78). I OBSERVED THAT THIS WAS AN ODD OUTLET 
FOR A SERIOUS PIECE, PARTICULARLY SINCE IT DEALT LARGELY, 
ALTHOUGH INDIRECTLY, WITH AN ISSUE UNDER ACTIVE NEGOTIATION 
BETWEEN THE USAND INDIA.. SETHNA OBSERVED THAT RAMANNA HAD 
WRITTEN ARTICLE IN HIS CAPACITY OF PRESIDENT OF THE INDIAN 
NATIONAL SCIENCE ACADEMY (INSA), AS WAS MADE CLEAR IN THE BY- 
LINE. HE ALSO SAID THAT WE HAD TO UNDERSTAND THAT IN ADDI- 
TION TO BEING HEAD OF BARC, RAMANNA WAS ALSO THE LEADER OF 
THE INDIAN SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY AND IN THAT ROLE HE HAD TO 
GIVE PUBLIC EXPRESSION TO ISSUES THAT WERE ACTIVE IN THE 
SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY. HE ENDED THAT CONVERSATION BY NOTING 
THAT SUCH ARTICLES IN PAPERS LIKE BLITZ RAISE QUESTIONS 
ABOUT lAEC THAT ARE BETTER KEPT IN PROFESSIONAL CIRCLES. 
COURTNEY UNQUOTE 
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